[STORE LETTERHEAD]

[DATE]
Dear [SENATOR OR REPRESENTATIVE] [LAST NAME] ,
I am requesting your support of the Main Street Fairness Act, H.R. 5660. The Main Street Fairness Act provides congressional consent and authority for the Streamline Sales and Use Tax Agreement and enables states to require online retailers to collect and remit sales taxes. The bill would help level the playing field for small booksellers and other independent business owners who try to compete against predatory online retailers, such as Amazon.com, which pays no sales taxes nor stimulates local jobs. Amazon.com has proven again and again it would rather inhumanely fire people than pay sales taxes that other local businesses must pay.

This legislation would allow local governments to support community services, such as police, fire, and parks maintenance. The Main Street Fairness Act also would help remove a price disadvantage for local retailers who do pay local taxes and support local jobs. Business owners are reducing staff and many have closed in the past few years because Amazon and others sell items below cost and without sales-tax liability or accountability.

[INSERT INFORMATION ON HOW UNFAIR TAX LAWS HAVE AFFECTED YOU]

If Congress is looking for a quick and cheap economic stimulus bill that promotes local communities, jobs, and economies, it should support this bill. The legislation would help reinvigorate the competitive climate necessary to fuel small business, the strongest engine for job growth. 

I hope you will stand up for independent businesses by supporting H.R. 5660.


Sincerely, 

